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SUBJECT: LE MONDE ON FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING 

1. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE IN NOVEMBER 4-5 EDITION OF LE MONDE, THE 
ISLANDS OF MURUROA AND FANGATAUFA HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY THE GOF AS 
SITES FOR SERIES OF UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTS (UNTS) STARTING IN 
1976. UNLIKE FRENCH ATMOSPHERIC TESTS IN SOUTH PACIFIC, WHICH HAVE 
BEEN CARRIED OUT IN TWO TO FOUR MONTH PERIOD OF THE YEAR, UNTS 
WILL NOT BE CONSTRAINED TO SIMILAR TIME LIMIT BUT WILL CONTINUE 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, ALTERNATING BETWEEN THE TWO 

SITES. 

2. THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT THE GOF HAS DECIDED TO MOVE ITS NUCLEAR 
TESTING UNDERGROUND FOR INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL REASONS SINCE UNT 
IS GENERALLY MORE ACCEPTABLE TO INTERNATIONAL OPINION. TECHNICAL 
DIFFICULTIES, HOWEVER, ARE LIKELY TO DELAY FIRST UNT UNTIL 1976. 

3. ARTICLE CONCLUDES THAT UNT WILL ATTRACT LESS ATTENTION FROM 
"PROFESSIONAL INTRUSIONS" (EUPHEMISM FOR TEST MONITORING BY OTHER 
NUCLEAR POWERS) BECAUSE THE SEISMIC SIGNAL PRODUCED BY THE TEST 
(ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THE ONLY EVIDENCE DETECTABLE BY OUTSIDERS) 
WILL NOT PROVIDE IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT NUCLEAR DEVICE TESTED. 

4. COMPANION ARTICLE DISCUSSES IN GENERAL TERMS THE "OBSERVERS" 

OF PAST FRENCH ATMOSPHERIC TESTS INCLUDING (ACCORDING TO THE 
ARTICLE) THE AMERICAN HELICOPTER CARRIER CORPUS CHRISTI BAY, 

US KC-135S AND THE UK SHIP SIR PERCIVAL. TEXTS POUCHED TO 

PM/AE AND EUR/WE. IRWIN 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, NUCLEAR TESTS, NUCLEAR TEST SITES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 NOV 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973PARIS28713 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19731 1 49/aaaabkdv.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kellerpr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13-Aug-2001 by maustmo; APPROVED <18-Jan-2002 by kellerpr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LE MONDE ON FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING 
TAGS: MCAP, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




